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Sidebar May 2014 

Last Monday evening I was awakened by Beth’s announcement that water was pouring in 

from the storage room in the basement.  The sump pump float was not floating as it was 

designed to do, so storm water welled up, over and out through the entire basement 

reaching a depth of 12 inches.  When I could get the pump to work it could not keep up 

with the volume of water.  There was an overwhelming feeling of helplessness.  Several 

neighbors stopped in to check on us and reported they had similar damage. 

 

Our basement is not just a basement, but a “living space” with our family room, computer desk, two    

bedrooms, storage room and laundry room.  Our furnace and hot water tank are also located in the   

storage room.  So, for the next three hours Beth and I attempted to salvage many of life’s memories held 

in our children’s photo albums, and boxes containing their childhood, teen years and college keepsakes.    

 

When the water subsided and Tuesday morning arrived we began the painstaking process of hauling the 

basement contents to the first floor of our home and to the garage.  With the help of two friends we    

carried the furniture to the garage and then began the labor of cutting the carpet in to manageable 

lengths for removal along with the carpet pad.  It is amazing how much water retention is possible in 

carpet and pad!  I called a friend to come over and check on the furnace, hot water tank, and sump pump.  

After he checked the furnace and hot water tank he repaired the sump pump and then stayed to remove 

the carpet and pad.  Our neighbors from higher ground across the street came over and helped with    

organizing the “mess” and brought over dinner. 

 

In the following days we have walked through our neighborhood and shared stories and witnessed the 

damage now waiting removal at the curbside.  Our village council and mayor have arranged for special 

pick up of water damaged household goods.  Our insurance has been a great help but I know there will 

be a loss we will have to contend with. 

 

As I met with our staff on Thursday morning for our weekly meeting I offered prayers of thanksgiving 

for the resources we are blessed with, and for the good people who have offered assistance.  Many have 

offered a sympathetic listening ear and shared stories of similar experiences.  I know that a basement 

full of storm water is not a devastating event and far from the more catastrophic events I have seen.  So, I 

thank God for the good people who have blessed our life.  We will dry out, live, and learn! 

 

Love, 

Dr. John 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   

Vacation Bible School 

June 22- 26 from 6-8 PM 

Under Construction is our theme for VBS this year…All children 4 years old 
through 5th grade (as of April 2014) come join the VBS activities at First      
Congregational Church while we enter the Construction Zone.  We will learn to 
serve others with a thankful heart and build on our own relationship with God.  
Construction Zones are full of activity, hope you will join us!   

 

Needs for VBS 

We need only a few supplies for VBS this year since the week long craft will be 
to build bird houses.  The items we could use are below, please let Wendy know what and how much 
you are willing to bring in so we don’t have duplicates… 

Sandpaper   Decorative craft paint  Small foam brushes  

Nails    Hammers to borrow (label)  Philips Screwdrivers to borrow (label)  

Cheerios   Raisins    Chex cereal 

Mini marshmallows  Chocolate chips   Rice crispy treats (store purchase) 

Pretzel sticks (small) Hotdogs    Ketchup 

Mustard   Relish     Chips 

Chocolate Bars  Graham Crackers   Powdered lemonade 

Roasting Marshmallows Paper plates    Napkins 

7 oz cups   10-12 oz cups   Pudding cups- chocolate or vanilla 

 

 

$5 donations to purchase supplies to build bird houses (please place in bird house in Atrium) 

 

We are also going to have a “Touch a Truck” each day of VBS.  If you have connections to large       
construction vehicles, please contact Wendy, dump truck, bulldozer, excavator, 
front loader, etc.  We would like to display one each night, Sunday- Wednesday. 
 

VBS Teacher and Helper Meeting June 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

Any youth that have graduated 6
th

 grade through 12
th

 grade, I encourage you to help with VBS.  We 
have two youth “construction guides” per group so we need 8 youth each night to help us.  Please mark 
June 10 on your calendar so you can attend our meeting and discuss the theme, be assigned to an age 
group and you can also let me know what evenings you will be there (any evening you can help would 
be awesome!). 
 

MISSION TOUR 

On June 15, we will commission those heading to Monmouth County, New Jersey.  They will be heading out that 
morning to work on the New Jersey Atlantic coast partnering with UCC Disaster Relief.  The tasks will be rebuild-
ing homes damaged by Hurricane Sandy in 2012.  Please pray for those working that week- Jacquelyn Brown, 
Brandon Conley, Abby Roliff, Sarah Speicher, Lindsay Williams, Sammy Williams, Scott Kemph, Alisa Kemph and 
Wendy Brown. 
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The children made promises to share their talents on Stewardship Sunday and they are too cute not to share. 

“My talents that I promise to share…. 

  Caring for “One Another” 
 
The words “one another” or “each other” are used more than 50 times in the New              
Testament. What this tells us is that God did not create us to be independent. He created us 
to be interdependent. Here are ten more ways to love one another: 

 

1. Be gentle with one another (Eph. 4:2). 
2. Be kind to one another so as to preserve unity (Eph. 4:32). 
3. Speak truth to one another (Eph. 4:25; Col 3:9). 
4. Submit to one another (Eph. 5:21). 
5. Show compassion to one another (Col. 3:12). 
6. Bear with the inherent sinfulness of one another (Col. 3:13). 
7. Forgive one another (Col. 3:13). 
8. Use Spirit-filled, Word-saturated music to teach and admonish one another (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19). 
9. Comfort one another with the hope of Christ’s return (1 Thes. 4:18). 
10.  Encourage one another (1 Thes. 5:11). 
 

In what ways can you, as an individual, follow through on these one another actions? You may consider       
becoming a Stephen Minister. Or you may decide that you should consider accepting a Stephen Minister. If 
so, you are encouraged to contact:  Sharon Harms Letzler at (330) 699-9794 or Rev. Dr. John or Rev. Dr. Matt 
(330) 633-4931 for more information. Call Ron Mitchell at (330) 633-4055 if you want to consider helping 
hurting people through Stephen ministry. 

 We currently have 3 Stephen Ministers in caring relationships.  One woman Stephen Minister is       
available to support you (in the Stephen Ministry program men support men and women support women). 

Reading, music and taekwondo. 
And be nice to my brother. 
Soccer, running, taping, singing, swimming. 
Cooking dinner with my parents.  
Making sure the TV is always working. 
Sing in the choirs at school and church. 
Singing and swimming. 
To be very kind. 
Clean the house and join the choir.  
Sing to my mommy and daddy. 
Cooking eggs and bacon. 
Playing video games and singing. 
Basketball 
Singing, taekwondo, basketball, funny. 
Wash and dry dishes. 

Cooking for my parents. 
Being good, kind and nice. 
Basketball, softball, singing. 
Never ride a motorcycle.  
Playing games with my mom. 
Help my parents clean the living room. 
Help cook meals with my mom. 
Be nice to my sister. 
Drawing. 
Taking care of animals and share food with others. 
Teach my brother how to hold his breath for          
swimming. 
Read to my mommy and daddy, clean my room, and 
give cards. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 

Mark Bell 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Miriam Everhart 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Kari Mancuso 
Connie Mason 
Helen McKee 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in law) 
Cecil Nelson  (Kathy Harris’s father) 
Jackie Parker 

Doris Parson 
Gary Rambler 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Michael Sullivan 
Janet Terrell 
Ruth Velka (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Rita Wray    
Olive Yohey 
Washington Mud Slide victims and families 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l 
Guard] 
Vacation Bible School Preparations 
Care Giver Support Group 
A Day in the Park for Leaders 

The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and 
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

CONDOLENCES 

Our deepest sympathy to Marie, Lexi, and Zac Walters, Sarah Letvin, and all the family of Tom Walters.  Tom 

passed away on May 1, 2014.  A funeral service was held on May 3, 2014 at First Congregational Church of 

Tallmadge.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

                                 Caregiver Support Group 

                        Tuesday, May 27, at 11:00 A.M. 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide  emo-
tional, educational and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help partic-
ipants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to maintain their 
own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with dementia.”                            

The group will meet the last Tuesday of every month  at 11:00 a.m. 

 

All God’s Children – June 3rd, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 
(GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st Tuesday. 

CLASSES & SUPPORT GROUPS 
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On Behalf of the staff and board of Rebuilding        
Together, I want to thank you for participating in the 
2014 Annual Rebuilding Day.  This year’s event was 
one of our best and truly showed the spirit of         
volunteerism and communities coming together. 
 

While we had some early issues with material deliver-
ies, everyone stepped up and made it work.  In fact, with the excep-
tion of one group that could not finish a kitchen ceiling until some 
plumbing was completed, every house was either completed that 
day or within a few days of the event. 
 

In looking back, I want to recognize the hard work of the group leaders who worked tirelessly before the event 
and after to ensure the project was well planned and completed.  The success of the project lies in the planning 
and execution and your efforts were exemplary.  I also want to thank those who promoted their project through 
Donor Pages in an effort to help us cover event costs.  Our top group fundraisers/sponsors were Environmental 
Design Group ($3,515), First Congregational Church of Tallmadge ($2500.00), and   Akron Metropolitan Housing 
($1,872).  Our top individual fundraisers were Graham Thomas of ASW ($1,100), LuAnn Unrue of Environmental 
Design ($800), and Charlie Brechmacher of Rebuilding Together ($555). 
 

The true reward of the day, however, was the impact made on those we serve and those serving.  As I  traveled 
from house to house, the stories of lives changed and lives changing through service were encountered              
everywhere.  The Rebuilding Day volunteer experience, when well executed, is a day unlike any other and one 
most of us will remember for years to come. 
Also know that Rebuilding Together is nothing without you.  Our volunteers are the heart and soul of what we do 
and we are aligning the organization to empower more volunteers in the future.  We hope that you will continue 
the journey with us as we impact lives in the future. 
 

With gratitude, Paul Holm     Executive Director 

REBUILDING TOGETHER 

News from Family Promise 
 

On April 10th, Dr. John, Marilyn Wade, Jim and I went to the 10th Anniversary of Family Promise.  Karen Olson, the 
founder of Family Promise was the speaker.  She started by getting a sandwich for a woman at Grand Central      
Station, then she and her sons would bring sandwiches for the homeless on the weekends.   She had a conference 
in which 200 people came from churches, and the synagogues.  And that is how Family Promise started in 1985-86. 

In 2013, we have 283 Affiliates, which served 53,924 individuals and 75 % of the families moved into long-term 
housing.  We have more than 1,000 community initiatives, and approximately 6,000 congregations and 160,000  
volunteers.  Since the program began, more than 600,000 people have been served by Family Promise                            
Affiliates.  That truly is transforming lives.  

Nearly 6% of our families were headed by a single male parent.  One  quarter were two-parent families; 65% were 
headed by the mother.  Fifty-eight percent of the people we served were children, and 43% of those were age 5 
and under.   

 Our thanks go to Janet Terrell and John King who agreed to host with Northwest with Bill Newlon as Coordinator 
there, ten years ago.    Janet was our Coordinator and did a great job, with John King as her assistant.  That was the 
beginning of our association with Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) which is now Family Promise.  We are so 
blessed to volunteer every 12 weeks serving our guests and trying to make them feel at home.  Thanks to all of  our 
volunteers that do that.   I would love to see more volunteers, getting to know our guests and receiving the      
blessings that we receive. 
 

God Bless  -  Betty Cottrill     330-923-8517 



 

7 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Announcement: - Annual Meeting: 

The 2014 Annual Congregational Meeting of The First Congregational Church of Tallmadge will be held      
Sunday, June 1, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is to review the an-
nual reports and the Budget. There will also be an election of officers and board members for June 2014 
– May 2016.  Your attendance is greatly appreciated as a quorum is required.   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!!! 

  Dr. Wooster will lead the congregation in worship for the last time on Sunday, June 1, 2014.  A brunch       
reception will follow the annual meeting,  Please join us for worship and brunch to honor and                 
celebrate Dr. Wooster's  11 years of faithful ministry as our Associate Pastor. 

CONGREGATORS will meet Tuesday, June 3, at Farmer Boy Restaurant.  They are located at 610 
Cuyahoga Falls Ave., Akron.  We invite you to join us at 12 noon for lunch and fellowship.  Please call 
Ruth or Angus McNair if you have any questions.  330-923-1673 

COME JOIN US 
THE NEXT NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

 

Have you been attending worship at the First Congregational Church for some time now?  Maybe you’ve 
been thinking you’d like to join?  We are scheduling our next new member’s class for June 15th at 8:30 
am.  This one hour session will help you learn more about all the boards, programs and activities of the 
church.  Our Senior Pastor, Dr. John Schluep will stop in to welcome you and answer any questions.  The 
following Sunday, June 22nd you will be welcomed by the congregation during the 9:30 am worship    
service.   If you are interested in participating in this next new member’s class, please call the church   
office at 330-633-4931 by Friday, June 6th to register. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Our New “Sound Loop” Deemed Wonderful and Now There is More 

Many people with hearing aids which have “activated T-coils” have now been enjoying a considerably      
enhanced Sunday Service experience for over a month.  In addition a limited number of people who need 
“just a little” help with hearing, but have not yet purchased hearing aids have also enjoyed an improved 
hearing experience by utilizing the Sound Board Test unit.  Based on this experience the Church will be   
purchasing two hearing units (similar to the Test Unit) designed for people without hearing aids.  These 
should be  available shortly.  Those interested in using one should see Bob Taylor or a Sound Board           
operator.  Also, our supplier has offered to provide these units to any and all those who would like to      
purchase them for their personal own use in our sanctuary or at any other venue which has a “Sound Loop”.  
These units are     available at the same discount allowed to the Church of $125.  If interested please see 
Bob Taylor or any Sound Board operator for further help. 

 

 

Treehouse Preschool Openings 

There are only 5 spots open for the fall of 2014.  If you have a preschooler or know 
someone looking for a preschool, come quickly as we don’t have many openings left.  
You can talk with Wendy Brown or call the preschool office, 330-630-0704. 

 

 

Scouting News (Venture Scout Crew 2261, Scout Troop 361, Cub Scout Pack 3361):  

Current rosters include 65 boys and girls plus their leaders 

 

  TIP OF THE HAT  to Ken Brown 

Of particular note during this last month’s Court of Honor our own Ken Brown (Assistant 
Scout Master for Troop 361) was awarded the Wood Badge for his work and                       
accomplishments over the last 18 months in Scouting’s premier Leadership Training         
program for adults.  Ken joins three   other leaders of our sponsored Scouting units who 
also have earned this distinction over the last 5+ years.  Each recipient of this award has 
studied and practiced current corporate leadership theories, skills and team development 

using the Boy Scout troop format over an intense 144 hour two weekend period.  During this period each 
participant must prepare a 5 goal plan to enhance his/her troop’s program which must then be completed 
during the  following 18 months. Congratulations Ken and thanks for all that you do. 

 

Boy Scout Rummage Sale 

         May 30-31 

Boy Scout Troop 361 will be hosting a rummage sale here at the church on May 30-31.  The money raised 
will help purchase camping supplies for the troop as it has tripled in size in the past 3 years. They need 
more tents, patrol boxes to carry camping supplies, rope and lanterns.  We can only collect items from May 
27- 29 so if you have “treasures” that are looking for a new home, we would greatly appreciate you           
donating them to our sale that week.   
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The next shipping date for care packages to our military is scheduled for the last Sunday 
in June (6/29/14).   

The theme for the military packages will be ‘Fun in the Sun’.   We are collecting donations 
for summer fun such as  sunscreen, lip balm, sunglasses, soda can koozies, small collapsible 
coolers, frogg togg chilly pads, water bottles, etc.  (Reminder our military shipping box size 
is 12”x 12” x 5 1/2”).   You may drop off your donations on that Sunday before worship or 
leave in the collection box located in the fellowship hallway next to the drinking fountain at your             
convenience.   If you are interested in volunteering to read names on that Sunday at the 10 am worship 
service, or have any military address/status updates, please email Ann Carter at 
dcarter674ster@gmail.com .   

Thank you for your continued support of our military. 

Most Sincerely, 

WJHM 

WANTED:  Piano for Spirit Singers 

The Spirit Singers need a small studio or spinet piano for their rehearsals.  We’d like a piano in good          
condition and one that has been tuned on a regular basis.  If you know of one, Please contact Nancy Lynn 
Robinson, 330-784-7463. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Spring Leadership Retreat 
 

On Tuesday, May 27th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. the members of Executive Council and the leadership 
of the church will meet at Shady Hollow in the Metro Park off Sand Run Parkway (near the stream’s 
ford.)  This evening we will be devoted to leadership development and sharing ideas for the church re-
treat in August.  The retreat will begin with a working dinner at 5:30 and we will conclude promptly at 
8:00.  If you have any questions please contact Dr. John.  By the way, a GPS will not work in the Metro 
Park; so we have to use the old fashioned method of following directions!   
From Cuyahoga Falls follow Portage Trail to the valley and turn left on Akron-Peninsula Rd.  Follow 
North Portage Path to Sand Run Parkway and turn right.  Follow Sand Run Parkway to Shady Hollow.   
  

YARNING FOR PEACE   
 

Summer will be here soon, but the need for prayer shawls does not take a vacation. Hope you 
will join the Yarning for Peace Ministry on Monday, June 9 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon room.  
It’s a great time to learn or renew your knitting/crocheting skills. 

mailto:dcarter674ster@gmail.com
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BOOKMARKS 

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
I hope all of you had a nice Easter with family and good friends.  I have several new books that will be added 
to our library in the next few months.  I try to read them or at least skim through the books so I’ll have an 
idea what to tell you about them. 
 

One of the new ones is by Wanda Brunstetter, a favorite author for a lot of you.  This is a novel titled, “The 
Half Stitched Amish Quilting Club.”  An Amish widow decides to offer a quilting class and to her surprise the 
people showing up for the class, were not at all what and who she expected.  She has a young lady that is a 
lost soul, a married couple having lots of issues with each other, a young widowed father, a rough tough bik-
er, and a Pastor’s wife that’s upset over her husband’s problems with his church.  Yes, Widow Emma Yoder 
has her heart and hands full with more than just teaching quilting. 
 

For our Philip Gulley fans, we have four new books (at least new to our library), a non-fiction “Hometown 
Tales.” and three novels entitled, “A Change of Heart,” “Just Shy of Harmony,” and “Life Goes On.”  Enjoy.  
These are all out on the shelf.   
 

To those of you who have read Debbie Macomber series about Cedar Cove…I see where the second season 
of that starts in July on the Hallmark Channel.   
 

Let’s go to the library and start your mind and brain exercising!! 
  

God Bless …. Until next month 

Jo Hostutler 

LIBRARY NEWS 

I want to thank Dr. John, Dr. Matt and the many  church family members who have been  
kind and  helpful and such a part of my  experience since I joined this church nine years 
ago. From the comfort I still feel from Dr. John's word's at my Mother's funeral to seeing 
new church friends faces at the service to being with Rev Matt the times David was in 
the hospital for heart procedures . The church friends food, cards, calls, visits, rides, 
prayers and beautiful shawl are  all very appreciated  A big thanks also for  answering my many questions. 
The only one not answered is   about the Angel Wings extending from the sides of the cross when the sun 
shines through the beautiful stained glass windows.        In Faith and Friend, Karen Postma Jones 

 

Dear Congregation and especially you knitters/crocheters!, 
I received the most beautiful blue and yellow scarf at the Boston Marathon and I was deeply moved &      
overwhelmed by the love and generosity.  Thank you, Thank, you, Thank you for echoing God’s love.                     
Sincerely,  Lee Anne Marion (Portland OR) 
 

The 4th & 5th grade Sunday School class would like to thank the Congregation for all of your donations and 
support of our Easter mission project.  We were able to donate over 90 Easter Baskets to the resident and 
clients of The Haven of Rest and we also donated the extra items to Safe Landing Residential Home for Boys.  
Both organizations  were very grateful and appreciative.  Thanks to all who supported us!   

Dear First Congregational Church, 
This note is to thank you for the gift card to Applebee's.  We will enjoy dinner some night that I do not want 
to cook.  I enjoy what I do with the Cherub's and I do it for the children.  Love, Elaine 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

WNI 

Brenda Bagnoli 
Marian Belisle 
Pam Birch 
Linda Bors 
Margarete Boschert-  
 Birdsall 
Kim Doan 
Elaine Engle 

Amy Floran 
Vicki Hettinger 
Janet Highsmith 
Mallory Hawley 
Sherri Hawley 
Jennifer Hostutler 
Jo Hostutler 
Suzanne Kiewit 

Joyce King 
Teri Lucas 
Audrey Peterson 
Judy Peverall 
Terri Poff 
Sandy Ray 
Mary Ann Roebuck 
Jean Showalter 

Ermon Thrasher 
Paula Victor 
Marie Walters 
Judy Woerz 
Pat Woodling 

Please contact a Co– Chair:  Marlene Kares  330-633-1295 
              Betty Cottrill     330– 923-8517 
              Jo Berry              330-633-8905 

We are looking forward to the May groups work.  AARP is on Friday, May 23rd.  

We are asking for   donations of food, your time and help in the kitchen OR money   

contributions.   

SPRING LUNCHEON 

Cathedral Buffet and Banquet Center 

June 5, 2014  at 12:00 Noon 

All members are invited 

Cost:  $7- $8 

Please make reservations in the Atrium or the Church Office by June 3. 

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship 
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General Operating Fund Note:  During April, 2014, receipts of $35,388 were $8,985 below the monthly budget.  Actual   
expenses for April were $44,748 leaving a deficit for the month of ($9,360) and a year-to-date deficit of ($40,223).  
Why is the year-to-date deficit growing?  Even though operating expenses have been held back to $12,234 below the 
budget, faith offerings are running $51,863 below goal.  Signing up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to 
meet your monthly pledge goals.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support 
the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   

 

 

 

We give to the Church to invest in the ministries of the Church. The first time we presented the “Polar 
Vortex Catch-up”, the budget gap was around $36,000. Unfortunately, at the end of April, the gap has risen to 
$40,200. Please keep in mind this gap is the difference in what we spent ($431,405.32 YTD) and what we took in 
($391,181 YTD).  

 The first thing we can do is pledge. Regardless of how much you can pledge to the Church, the only way 
we can make a proper budget is to know how much money is coming in. If we make the budget based on what is 
actually pledged, we will have less chance of coming up short.  

 Next is auto-deduct your pledge. There is a huge dip in the summer with giving and a smaller one in Janu-
ary and February. The Church has had this trend for years. With auto-deduct, it reduces these dips and with the 
consistent giving, we will have more as a whole. Auto-deduct also makes giving weather proof. The “Polar Vor-
tex” affect would have been a lot worst if we didn’t have a certain amount auto-deducted each month. We have 
included the auto deduct form on the back of the pledge card.  (insert in this Herald) 

 Another way to give is through the Scrip gift card program. We are estimating that the Scrip program will 
generate over $5,000 dollars this year. It is a great way to give to the Church by spending what you already 
spend. There are gift cards from Giant Eagle and Speedway and many others. Even if you spend a $100 dollars a 
month on gas at Speedway and $200 a month in groceries at Giant Eagle, that $300 dollars a month would     
generate $144 dollars of income for the Church for the year.  

 On the next page of this Herald is the 2014-2015 proposed budget.  In this budget plan, we show what 
we are proposing next to what was actually spent in 2013-2014.  We have intentionally left the budget flat form 
this year to the next. 

Mike Carter, Chairman of the Stewardship Board 

STEWARDSHIP 
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PROPOSED BUDGET 

Description  of Operating Income 

General Income / Unrestricted:

   Faith Offerings 481,595.71 436,924.10$      44,671.61$      

   Plate Collections/Loose Offering 9,318.29 9,318.29$         -$                

   Sunday School / Church School 350.00 286.01$            63.99$            

   Donations for Building Use 2,500.00 2,445.00$         55.00$            

   Investment Income 5,000.00 223.29$            4,776.71$        

Scrip 4,500.00 -$                 4,500.00$        

   Miscellaneous / Undesignated 14,000.00 13,192.05$        807.95$          0.11867776

TOTAL OPERATING  INCOME 517,264.00 462,388.74$      54,875.26$       

Description of Operating Expenses   

Benevolence - OCWM 10,000.00 14,000.00$        (4,000.00)$        

Personnel Expenses:

   Salaries 295,385.00 299,025.00$      (3,640.00)$       

   Staff Related Expenses 92,729.00 92,729.00$        -$                

Total  Personnel Expenses 388,114.00 391,754.00$      (3,640.00)$       

Christian Education: 6,000.00 5,823.00$         177.00$           

Program Expenses:

   Music  Ministry 2,500.00 1,875.00$         625.00$          

   Stewardship Ministry 700.00 685.00$            15.00$            

   Deacons Ministry 250.00 75.00$              175.00$          

   Social Action Ministry 150.00 150.00$           

   Meeting & Conference Expense 1,000.00 1,761.00$         (761.00)$         

   Stephen Ministries 1,000.00 100.00$            900.00$          

   Library 300.00 -$                 300.00$          

Total Program Expenses 5,900.00 4,496.00$         1,404.00$        

Total Miscellaneous Expense 500.00 500.00$          

Total Operating Expense - Office 32,000.00 31,652.00$        348.00$          

Church Maintenance - General:

    Supplies / Miscellaneous Exp. 4,250.00 4,037.00$         213.00$          0.00

    Property Repairs / Maintenance 3,000.00 2,212.00$         788.00$          

    Pest Control 600.00 675.00$            (75.00)$           

    Equipment Repairs 5,000.00 4,517.00$         483.00$          

    Snow Removal 3,000.00 3,010.00$         (10.00)$           

    Trash Removal 900.00 840.00$            60.00$            

    Grounds Maintenance 2,500.00 1,743.00$         757.00$          

    Equipment Replacement 3,000.00 2,106.00$         894.00$          

    Uniforms 1,000.00 1,000.00$         -$                

    Emergency & Security 1,500.00 1,382.00$         118.00$          

 Total Church Maintenance - Gen. 24,750.00 21,521.00$        3,229.00$        

Insurance - Building & Property 8,500.00 8,411.00$         89.00$            

Utilities:

    Electricity 20,000.00 19,831.00$        169.00$          

    Water & Sewer 3,200.00 3,035.00$         165.00$          

    Natural Gas 14,000.00 12,723.00$        1,277.00$        

    Telephone 2,300.00 2,164.00$         136.00$          

    Internet/Web Site/Cell Phones 2,000.00 1,855.00$         145.00$          

Total Utilities 41,500.00 39,607.00$        1,893.00$        

 TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 517,264.00 517,264.00 -$                

0.00%

 EOM March YTD 2013 2013 2013 Estimate 

Giving April May June Finish

334,230.60$            35,751.00$       32,798.50$         34,144.00$        436,924.10$         

7,172.72$               633.91$           923.87$              587.79$             9,318.29$             

241.01$                  20.00$             25.00$               -$                  286.01$                

1,825.00$               220.00$           100.00$              300.00$             2,445.00$             

154.75$                  21.19$             22.17$               25.18$              223.29$                

-$                       -$                -$                   -$                  -$                     
12,169.79$              1,014.26$        8.00$                 -$                  13,192.05$           

355,793.87$            37,660.36$       33,877.54$         35,056.97$        462,388.74$         

2013-2014 Giving Estimate

Draft 2014-15 Budget

FY14-15 Budget Actual 13-14 Difference
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

May 25     Dr. John Schluep 

June 1      Dr. Matt Wooster 

June 8      Dr. John Schluep 

June 15     Dr. John Schluep 

May 25   Julie Long, Barbara Stutler, Don & Judy Woerz 

June 1    Pat & Dick Kemph, Karen Jones, Barbara Rowles 

June 8    Kathy & Carl Buser, Eleanor Hall, Barbara Botimer 

June 15   Dick & Pat Kemph, Scott and Alisa Kemph 

June 22  John & Joyce King, John Huffman, Fred Mong 

     Altar Flowers 
 

 

May 25   

June 1     Letzler 

June 8      Kreitzburg, Emmitt 

June 15    Sir Louis, R.Taylor, Zimmerman, 

     Peterson 
 

June 22    Zimmer 

May 25  Jim McNenny, Leslie & Mark Bowers, Bill Emmitt 

June 1  Dave & Donna Marlow, Larry Robinson, Gary Myers,                      

 Jim Salmond, Mark Bowers 

 

June 8  Kris Lally, Bill Emmittt, Angus & Ruth McNair 

June 15  Gary Marlow, Dave Marlow, Jim Salmond 

June 22  Gary & Kim Fulton, Sandy Farabee, Susan Schunk 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Worship    132 

 

 

 

April 20 

 7:00  Worship     84 

8:30  Worship    158 

10:00 Worship   397 

 

April 27 

8:30  Worship   58 

10:00 Worship 234 

May 4 

8:30 Worship     48 

10:00 Worship 264 

 

May 11 

8:30 Worship     66 

10:00 Worship  324 

 

May 18 

8:30 Worship     48 

10:00 Worship 258 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS: 

Beginning June 1, 2014  we will start our new summer worship time.  There will be one Worship service 
each Sunday  at 9:30 AM.  One room school house will be open for children 3rd grade and younger  during 
the second half of worship.  We will meet in room 207. This schedule will last through the Sunday of Labor 
day weekend, August 31, 2014. 
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May/June 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 26  Memorial Day 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

27 

7am Bagnoli  

Bible Study 
 

11 am  Alzhei-

mer's support 

group 
 

5:30– 8 pm 
Leadership  
  retreat  

28 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

6:30– Stephen   

Ministry– David 

Bacon 

29     9:30 WF Brd. 

 

 
 

 

30 

Scout Rummage 

Sale 

31 

Scout          

Rummage Sale 

 2 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

3  7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 

 

12 Noon           
Congregators 
 

2 p.m. Sr.                
Advisory 

4 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

2– Golden Tones 

 

6:30 Choir Picnic 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Yarning for 

Peace 

 7 p.m. Heritage 

10 
7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 

6:30  VBS teach-
ers and helpers 
meeting 
 
 

7 board mtgs 
8:15 Exec.      

11    9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

 
 

6:30 Stephen Minis-

try– David Bacon 

12 

2 -Golden tones 

 
 

13 

Herald Deadline 

14 

 16 

 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

17 
7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
 

6:30 Cardmaking 

18 

9 am Quilters 
 

Herald 
 

 

 

19 

2– Golden Tones 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

Mission tour 

returns 

 

22 

23 

 

 

6-8 VBS 

 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

24    7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
11:00 Alzhei-
mer's Caregiver's 
support group 
 
6-8 VBS 
 

25 

9 am Quilters 

 

6-8 VBS 

 

6:30 Stephen     

Ministry 

26 
2– Golden Tones 

 
 
 
6-8 VBS 

27 

12 AARP 

28 

25 Graduation/

Scholarships 

  

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

11 reception 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

1 

9:30 Worship 

communion 

    9:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

10:30 Annual 

Meeting 

10:45 Reception for 

Dr. Wooster 

8 

9:30 Worship 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

 

 

 

 

15  Father’s Day  

8:30 New members 

class 
 

 9:30 Worship 
 

Mission tour       

commissioning & 

departure 

22 
 

9:30 Worship 

New Members join 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

6:00  VBS 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

          Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster  Associate Pastor       330.633.4931 mcwooster@yahoo.com 
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: MAY 21, 2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


